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AMAZING RACE
By Bubba Garner
Sports are not a recent phenomenon. Man has long been

interested and engaged in athletic contests. Their influence is
even reflected in the language of the Scriptures, particularly
Paul’'s writings. “I press on to the goal” (Phil.3:4). “Let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us” (Heb. 112:1-2). “|
have finished the course” (2Tim. 4:7).

In 2 Corinthians 9, the apostle devoted-an entire paragraph
to the comparison of the Christian life with “the games.” The
Isthmian Games were held every two years at the Isthmus of
Corinth, eight miles outside the city. They were modeled after the
Olympic Games and included events such as footraces, boxing,
wrestling, and chariot races. In such an environment, Paul's
Corinthian audience would have had little trouble making the
jump from the physical games to their own spiritual contest.

All Christians are involved in a race. It is not a sportor a
dash, but a marathon to be “run with endurance.” It is a race that
has hurdles and twists and turns and one that must be conducted
according to the rules. And unlike sports seasons and games
held every two or four years, this is a race that is ongoing.

What does it take to be successful in the race of life? You
have to finish what you've started. “Do you not know that hose
who run in race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in
such a way that you may win” (1Cor. 9:24). Running is not the
same as winning. Just because you got out of the starting blocks
does not mean that you have crossed the finish line. Just
because you have run for a little while does not mean that you
have gone far enough. In this race, you win when you finish what
you've started.

In the next chapter, Paul used the Israelites as an
illustration of this point They all left the bondage of Egypt. They
all passed through the Red Sea. But they did not all make it to
the Promised Land. Because of their disobedience along the
way, most of them “were laid low in the wilderness” (1Cor. 10:5).
The Christian race involves determination to complete the journey
you have begun. Otherwise, you lose. You must see the need
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for discipline. “Everyone who competes in the games exercises self control in all things” (1 Cor.
9:25). There were specific requirements of the athletes who entered the Isthmian Games. They
had to prove that they were of pure Greek blood. They had to show that they had not forfeited their
citizenship through misconduct or improper behavior. And they had to demonstrate that they had
submitted themselves to ten weeks of training, willingly foregoing things that would interfere with
their goals of competition. Otherwise, they were disqualified.

In our culture of convenience, everything must be obtained immediately. We want quick
fixes, overnight success, and ten minute abs. But the Christian race is not run this way. It takes
time, effort energy, and deep concentration It takes a willingness to bring your heart, soul, strength,
and mind into subjection to a new Master. It takes a decision to follow the guidelines specified in the
Word of God. To run without discipline, as even Paul admitted, is to run the risk of disqualification.

You have to keep your concentration on the prize. “They do it to receive a perishable wreath,
but we an imperishable” (1Cor. 9:15). The reason an athlete subjects his body to exercise and
training is the reward that awaits him. When Craig Biggio was interviewed near the close of his
career, he was asked if he would rather be elected into the Baseball Hall of Fame or win the World
Series. He didn’t skip a beat when he answered, “| want that ring.”

In the Isthmian Games, the winner of the contest received a crown make out of olive
branches and, in later years, pine leaves. And the prize was well worth it o them. How much more,
then, our “crown of life” (Rev. 2:10) and our “unfading crown of glory” (1 Pet. 5:4)? It's the reason
we started running in the first place. How tragic to forfeit the prize for something of far less value.
Don’t take your eye off of where you're going. When you do, you start running in the wrong
direction. We have all overcome obstacles to get this far down the road. There are likely other
trials that await us up ahead. But let’s not stop until we get home. This is a race to the finish.

BIBLE ON THE TABLE

By Jeannie Pepper

What's on your kitchen table? Newspaper, mystery novel, magazine or lap top, ipod,
TV? Seems we need something to distract us while we eat. We can’t take the chance we’ll be
bored even for that short period of time.

On our kitchen table we have an old, beat-up Bible — it's weather-stained, with a lovely James
Kincaid covering which hides the stains and crinkled pages, but most important — the inside is still
beautiful — the words still strong and true — still able to change hearts and minds and lives! But....it
can’'t work its’ wonders without our help. We have to make the first move. We have to open its’
pages — read its’ beautiful, life-saving words. Each morning after our breakfast, my husband and |
open this old Bible and with our “Power for Today” booklet, we read the daily message. This has
become a good habit for us. It gets our day started right.

Our world has told us that a belief in God is old-fashioned, out of date, ridiculous, etc. But if
you stop and think about it, that's what Satan wants you to believe. He has from the beginning of
time. God is all around us...if you look at nature, you must believe in God. This whole wide
wonderful world didn’t just happen with no intelligence bringing it about. He made the tiniest living
thing to the largest! All things are different, nothing exactly alike. None of it was an accident.

When your friends taunt you and make fun of you because of your belief in God, just smile
and say, “l know what you think, but | know how the story ends!” Start your day right...read God’s
message to you every day!
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The Christian’s Jubilee

These sentences actually appeared in a
church bulletin or were announced in a
church service!

Bertha Belch, a missionary from Africa will
be speaking tonight at Calvary Memorial
Church in Racine. Come tonight and hear
Bertha Belch all the way from Africa.

Announcement in the church bulletin for a
National PRAYER & FASTING
conference: "The cost for attending the
Fasting and Prayer conference includes
meals."

"Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's
a chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Don't
forget your husbands."

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for
today has been canceled due to a conflict

Wonder
By Robert Service

For failure | was well equipped
And should have come to grief,
By atavism grimly gripped,

A fool beyond belief.
But lo! the Lord was good to me,
And with a heart to sing,
He gave me to a rare degree
The Gift of Wondering.
| could not play a stalwart part
My shoddy soul to save,
And should have gone with broken heart
A begger to the grave;
But praise to my anointed sight
As wandering | went,
| sang of living with delight
In terms of Wonderment.
Aye, starry-eyed did | rejoice
With marvel of a_child,
And there were those who heard my voice
Although my words were wild:
So as | go my wistful way,
With worship let me sing,
A treasure to my farewell day
God's Gift of Wondering.

Ask Sophia

Dear Sophia,

Why is it that everyone seems so happy
now that all our friends are gone? | don't
understand it! Please help me figure it out!
Love, Carissa

Dear Carissa,

This is a very good question! We are not
happy that our family devided and our
friends have left! We all miss our family
dearly! We are happy because the stress
and strife from all the fighting is gone and
we can happily serve the Lord! the Bible
says in Philippians 4:4 "Rejoice in the Lord
ALWAYS and again i say rejoice"! We
should always be happy even in hard
times because we have the Lord!! | hope
this has helped you! Thank you for your

November Birthdays and Anniversaries

Leonora Guess 6
Teia Harris 7 (1989)
Mark Shaffer 15

Steve and Carrie Smedley 16 (2002)
Huel Morphis 22
Mike Ross 22

Chris and Misty Harris 22 (2005)

Let’s take this opportunity to extend love and fellowship
to those who are worshipping with us and to those we
miss dearly. If there are others to add to this list,
please let Dorinda know.

Items for the Bulletin? Contact Dorinda Shaffer
530-260-3706
EMAIL: evergreenrm@yahoo.com





