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“Breaking With Tradition?”
By Michael D. Rankins

The Baptist Standard, a publication that bills itself as “The
Newsmagazine of Texas Baptists,” devoted sizable space in its
most recent edition to an article entitled, “Even in Churches of
Christ, There’s No Sign of Ceasefire in Worship Wars.” Reporter
Craig Bird of the Associated Baptist Press begins the piece by
writing:

The raging debate over worship music has surfaced in a
most unlikely place—within the Churches of Christ, which bear
the historical distinction of shunning all musical instruments in
worship. Over the past two years, at least five major
congregations associated with the Churches of Christ have added
instruments to some worship services, according to the Christian
Chronicle, a 60-year-old Church of Christ newspaper. The
highest-profile case involves Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, a
3,800-member congregation led by pastor and best-selling author
Max Lucado.

No one is willing to predict whether these breaks from
tradition signal the start of a sweeping change or are “isolated
tragedies”™—the description favored by Harding University
professor Flavil Yeakley. But they do illustrate the ages-old
tension between making the gospel message “user friendly” and
defending the purity of “the truth once delivered to the saints.”

| suppose that when even our denominationalist neighbors
are noticing and writing about such digressions within the body of
Christ, they really must be big news. Space won’t permit us to
correct all Of the worldly ideation in the material quoted above, so
let's focus on one simple concept: the notion that churches
adding instrumental music to worship are “breaking with tradition.”
While I'm certain Max Lucado and his followers like to
characterize their actions in this way, they are incorrect — about
this, and other points.

In reality, the opposite is true — instrumental digression is
running toward tradition, not breaking with it. These people are
hurtling themselves toward the traditions of the churches of men,
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traditions that ignore the instruction and pattern of God’s word in favor of the things that please

carnal desires. They are taking up the religious tradition, almost universally common today, that

says, “Forget the Bible — if it seems right, do it.” But the Scriptures plainly teach that what “seems

right” to men leads to death (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25; 30:12).

For the record, “tradition” has nothing to do with the reason faithful Christians use exc usively
vocal music in worship. There are only nine passages in the New Testament that refer to the activity
of people worshiping God with music (Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26; Acts 16:25; 1 Corinthians 14:15;
Ephesians 5:18-19; Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 2:12; Hebrews 13:15; James 5:13). All nine share
one commonality — each refers to singing (Hebrews 15:13 uses the phrase, “the fruit of our lips”),
but none refers to the playing of a mechanical instrument of any kind. Just as we understand that
Jesus’ specification of bread and “the fruit of the vine” for the memorial feast excludes pizza and
doughnuts — as fond of these as we may be — we understand that the New Testament’s
specification of singing excludes all other forms of music-making — popular though these may be.

God is wonderfully clear in His communication, and He expects us to obey it (Hebrews 8:5; 2
John 9; John 15:10, 14). He expressly forbids any addition to His words (Proverbs 30:6;
Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32; Revelation 22:19). It's sad that people professing Christ can’t be content to
worship Him according to His directions, instead of the vain traditions of men. (Matthew 15:6-9).

The Christian’s Jubilee

God looks down and notices that Adam is all
alone while all the animals have companions, so
he decides to create a companion for man as

well.

He comes to see Adam and says to him, "Adam,
you are my greatest creation and therefore, | am
going to create for you the ultimate companion.
She will worship the very ground you walk on, she
will long for you and no other, she will be highly
intelligent, she will wait on you hand and foot and
obey your every command, she will be beautiful,
and all it will cost you is an arm and a leg."

Thinking for a few moments, Adam replies,

"What could | get for a rib?"

A CHILD'S HYMN
Charles Dickens

Hear my prayer, O heavenly Father,
Ere | lay me down to sleep;
Bid Thy angels, pure and holy,
Round my bed their vigil keep.

My sins are heavy, but Thy mercy
Far outweighs them, every one;
Down before Thy cross | cast them,
Trusting in Thy help alone.

Keep me through this night of peril

Underneath its boundless shade;

Take me to Thy rest, | pray Thee,
When my pilgrimage is made.

None shall measure out Thy patience
By the span of human thought;
None shall bound. the tender mercies
Which ThyHoly Son has bought.

Pardon allmy past transgressions,
Give me strength for days to come;
Guide and guard me with Thy blessing
Till Thy angels bid me home.

Items for the Bulletin? Contact Dorinda Shaffer
530-260-3706
EMAIL: evergreenrm@yahoo.com
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"Thanks"
By Joel Stauffer

How many times have we heard a parent say to a small child that has just received a gift, "Now what is the
magic word?" The child then looks up in the face of the giver of the gift and says, "Thank you! "Thanks" is such a
small but powerful word; yet it does not come naturally. That is why even as a child we have to be reminded to
say, "Thanks." You see the heart of man is not only deceitful, but it is also very selfish. We sometimes feel like
what is given to us as a gift is something we deserve. A lack of thankfulness causes Adam and Eve to disobey
God. Rather than being thankful for the whole garden and all the fruit they could eat, they out of a selfish spirit,
concentrated on the fruit of the one tree God forbid them to eat from. We are reminded of the selfish spirit of man
when we read of all the times God inspired the writers of the Scriptures to tell us to be thankful or to give thanks.
Even our prayers are to be offered up "with thanksgiving." A powerful reminder of this is given to the Christians at
Philippi when Paul says, "Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! (5)Let your gentleness be evident
to all. The Lord is near. (6)Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. (7)And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:4-7).

Paul begins this letter with, " (3) | thank my God every time | remember you. (4)in all my prayers for all of
you, | always pray with joy (5) because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, (6)being
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
Paul ends the letter with the joy of thanksgiving for the renewed concern of the Philippians for his needs. Listen to
his grateful heart in these words, "I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me.
Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. (11)I am not saying this because | am in
need, for | have learned to be content whatever the circumstances." (14)Yet it was good of you to share in my
troubles. (15)Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when |
set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only;
(16) for even when | was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when | was in need. (17)Not that | am
looking for a gift, but | am looking for what may be credited to your account. (18)l have received full payment and
even more; | am amply supplied, now that | have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a
fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God" (Philippians 4:10-11; 14-18). In between this spirit of
"thanks" you will find words like joy, peace, eagerness and rejoicing; throughout the book of Philippians. All of
these motions come from a thankful heart.

Ask Sophia November Birthdays and
Dear Sophia, Anniversaries
Do you believe in Luck?
Dear Friend, No | do not. In any event in life, no matter how small Leonora Guess 6
(Matt. 10: 29-31) or how large (Daniel 4:35; Proverbs 21:1), God
is sovereign and thus nothing is merely the matter of chance. Teia Harris 7 (1989)
From an earthly perspective, things may seem to happen at Mark Shaffer 15
random, but throughout the whole of Scripture, it is clear that God .
is in control of all of His creation and is somehow able to take the |Steve and Carrie Smedley 16 (2002)
random acts of natural law, the free will of both good and evil men Huel M .
and combine them all to accomplish His good and perfect will uel Morphis 22
(Genesis 50:20; Job 1 and 42; John 9:1-7). And Christians, Mi
specifically, are give the promise that He works all things, whether ke Ross e
seemingly good or bad, together for good to those who love Him | Chris and Misty Harris 22 (2005)

and are called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28)

Love, Saghla Let’s take this opportunity to extend love and

PLEASE SUBMIT QUESTIONS FOR SOPHIA TO THE MAILBOX |fellowship to those who are worshipping with us
IN THE HALL and to those we miss dearly.





