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LAW AND GRACE

by Mason French
Without question, all salvation is based upon the grace of God (Eph. 2:8-9). It is
also true that we are saved by faith. Faith is how we have access to the grace of
God (Rom. 5:1-2). Not only is it how we get to the grace of God to be saved, it is
how we stay in the grace of God and remain saved (Acts 13:43). This faith that
allows us access into the grace of God can only come through hearing
(understanding) the Word of God (Rom. 10:17). | doubt if many would disagree
with that.

The problem comes when we do not understand the grace of God, and fail to
understand the kind of faith that saves. The grace of God is essentially that re-
demption of man was provided by the sacrifice of His only begotten Son (Rom.
3:24). Let it be understood, being saved by grace excludes being saved by law
or works (Eph. 2:8-9; Gal. 3:21). The grace of God gives the basis for salvation
in that it provides the plan for man to be saved. Of course, salvation is based
upon our sins being cleansed, and this is done by the blood of Christ (Matt.
26:28; Eph. 1:7). We must remember that man was under the wrath of God be-
cause all had sinned (Rom. 3:23). When Christ died, he became the bouquet of
roses to God for man. That is, like a man getting on the wrong side of his wife,
the man holds a bunch of roses out to appease her, her heart melts, and she
looks favorably on him. That is propitiation -- a peace offering, and Christ is
every man's propitiation (I John 2:2). Now, when man fully puts his faith in the
offering of Christ's blood for the remission of sins, he will be saved (Rom. 3:25-
26). However, this faith must be an obedient faith (Rom. 10:16). This requires
that man's faith comply with the teaching of Christ in order to be saved (Rom.
6:16-18). In order to receive the blood of Christ, we must be baptized into His
death to receive the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4). So, from the
beginning, our faith must be obedient to receive the gift of God, which is His
grace.

When some say, "We are not under law, we are under grace," they usually
mean that God does not hold us to a legal requirement. Is that really what the
Word of God teaches? If, as some say, "grace excludes law," then it also ex-
cludes obedience. Let's face it, law is essential to obedience. One must have
something to obey. You cannot obey something that amounts to nothing. There
is no difference between law and a command. If grace and commands harmo-
nize, grace and law also harmonize. Doesn't the Bible teach that the Lord is the
"author of salvation to all those that obey Him" (Heb. 5:8-9)? Now, to those that
argue that you cannot live by law and grace at the same time, what does the
Christian obey if it is not law?

The problem exists because of a misunderstanding in what Paul taught. When
Paul said: "Ye are not under law but under grace" (Rom. 6:14), Paul was making
a contrast between "under law" and "under grace." To be "under law" without
grace would put man under the dominion of sin. No man has ever kept the law
perfectly (Rom. 3:23). This is true whether you are under the Patriarchal law, the
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have a legal law to obey under Christ, but we do (I Cor. 9:21).

A look at law and what it does is important. Law does many wonderful things:

e« First, law commands and demands; it declares what the will of God is. Law demands those under it, for justification,
be right in thought and conduct just as God is perfect.

« Second, law pronounces approval and blessings upon conformity with its demands. The commandment was or-
dained to life (Rom. 7:10), and the one that does the things of the law shall live in them (Gal. 3:12).

« Third, law pronounces condemnation on every infraction of its precept. If you break one commandment, you are
cursed (Gal. 3:10).

« Fourth, law convicts and exposes sin. The law is Spiritual, and, as the Word of God, it is living and powerful, search-
ing the thoughts and intents of the heart (Rom. 7:14; Heb. 4:12). This law is the light that shines upon the depraved
heart and shows how much we need justification without perfect law keeping.

But, what the law cannot do is very powerful. Law cannot justify a person once he has sinned. It has no grace! There is
no forgiveness! There is no mercy! This is why, when Paul said, "Ye are not under law but under grace," the import be-
comes evident. We need grace that God provides. This is not something new in the New Testament; it has always been.
Any man that has ever been saved has been saved upon the basis of grace and man finding grace through his faith.
Remember when God said to Israel: "And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my command-
ments" (Gen. 20:6). Now, think about that! If Israel would have kept the law perfectly, they would need no mercy. God
has always extended grace to those that were striving to live by His law in the way that God prescribed. It is the same
today. And, this grace was extended because God looked forward to Christ dying, just as our grace comes from looking
backward at the death of Christ (Rom. 3:25; | Cor. 15:1-4).

Consider what it would mean if we have no legal system to define our conduct and thinking. It would mean that we could
not sin since sin is the transgression of the law (I John 3:4). That would fly in the face of | John 1:10, where John states
we do sin. The fact is that without law, it would be impossible to sin (Rom. 4:15). Obedient faith must have a law to obey
or there can be no obedience.

Paul affirms that we do have a law in the New Testament when he says, "And unto the Jews | became as a Jew, that |
might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that | might gain them that are under the law; To
them that are without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that | might gain them that are
without law" (I Cor. 9:20-21).

Paul is simply saying he did not offend in customs to the Jews or Gentiles. But, notice that he did say that there is a
New Testament law. Not the law of Moses but the law of Christ. Paul's statement shows that he is under law to God and
this "under law to God" finds its explanation in his being under law to Christ. Now, there are some senses where a
Christian is not under law.

« First, law is used in the sense of being under dominion of sin. The believer has been freed from the law (Rom. 7:6):
he has been put to death to the law through the body of Christ (Rom. 7:4), and therefore he has died to the law
(Rom. 7:6). If he died to law, he died to sin (Rom. 6:2), and sin no longer has dominion over him (Rom. 6:14).

e Second, we are dead from the curse of the law which was accomplished by the death of Christ (Gal. 3:13). So,
when we finish with all this, we are saying that we are freed from the condemning effects of law.

If sin is the transgression of the law (I John 3:4), righteousness must be conformity to law. This is really what Paul is
arguing in Romans 7:12-14. Since the law is Spiritual, that is to say, divine in origin and nature, and holy and just and
good after the pattern of Him who is its author, this is what shows righteousness. Remember Zacharias and Elizabeth,
the parents of John the Baptist, they were righteous because they walked in the law blameless (Luke 1:6).

Man has never been saved by perfect conformity to law. Salvation has always been found in obedient faith in God. The
idea of salvation in the Old Testament being based upon works without grace is simply not true because no one com-
pletely kept the law perfectly. We fail to recognize that obedience under the Old Testament is principally identical to the
same demand under the gospel. If grace was not under the Old Testament, how in the world could the Old Testament
saint say, "O how love | thy law! It is my meditation all the day" (Psalm 119:97). David could say that because he knew
that grace would be extended by God. And, "Noah found grace in the eyes of God." Why? Well, because Noah was
obedient to God's law.

Finally, we do not have law (which, by definition, is a legal term) how can God write His laws upon our hearts? (Heb.
10:16). May | suggest that none will be saved without the grace of God; but, if you depend upon grace without obedient
faith, you are going to be lost. Our faith must reach that grace in order for us to be saved (Rom. 5:2), and faith must
work or it is useless (James 2:20). For faith to work there must be a law. If there is no law, how can you have faith
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WHO PACKED YOUR PARACHUTE TODAY

Charles Plumb, a U.S. Naval Academy graduate, was a jet pilot in Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, his plane was
destroyed by a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and parachuted into enemy hands. He was captured and spent 6
years in a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived the ordeal and now lectures on lessons learned from that experi-

ence.

One day, when Plumb and his wife were sitting in a restaurant, a man at another table came up and said, "You're Plumb!
You flew jet fighters in Vietnam from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!" "How in the world did you
know that?" asked Plumb. "I packed your parachute," the man replied. Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The
man pumped his hand and said, "l guess it worked!" Plumb assured him, "It sure did. If your chute hadn't worked, |
wouldn't be here today."

Plumb couldn't sleep that night, thinking about that man. Plumb says, "I kept wondering what he might have looked like
in a Navy uniform: a white hat, a bib in the back, and bell-bottom trousers. | wonder how many times | might have seen
him and not even said 'Good morning,' 'how are you?' or anything because, you see, | was a fighter pilot and he was just
asailor." Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent on a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship, care-
fully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each time the fate of someone he didn't
know.

Now, Plumb asks his audience, "Who's packing your parachute?" Everyone has someone who provides what they need
to make it through the day. Plumb also points out that he needed many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot
down over enemy territory - he needed his physical parachute, his mental parachute, his emotional parachute, and his
spiritual parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching safety.

Sometimes in the daily challenges that life gives us, we miss what is really important. We may fail to say hello, please, or
thank you, congratulate someone on something wonderful that has happened to them, give a compliment, or just do
something nice for no reason. As you go through this week, this month, this year, recognize people who pack your para-
chute.

- AUTHOR UNKNOWN -
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We love our visitors! The Lord blesses and encourages us
with every one who visits our worship assembly. Thank you
for coming our way!

Announcements

LADIES CLASS: s taking a recess until next fall.

The Tahoe Family Encampment is July 23-29. It is time to
make your reservations.

Sierra Bible Camp is July 9-16 this summer. Haylee and
Becca are going as counselors and Nolan and Carissa as
campers. An application is on the back bulletin board if
you are interested.

Upcoming Gospel Meeting: June 3,4,5, 2011 - Carson City
Church of Christ. Paul Methvin

New Congregation starting in Minden, Nevada June 12,
2011. This work to serve surrounding areas of Gardner-
ville, Topaz and Hollbrook Junction. For more information:
CONTACT Don & Olga Hopkins at (775) 265-8380 - or -
Ask Dave.

Becca Fiddament was baptized into Christ 05/18/11.The
angels rejoiced when Becca made her decision to be born
into the family of God. Let's welcome her with open arms
and commit to helping her build her faith.

Haylee Shaffer (June 3) and Mikala Goforth (June 8 ) are
graduating from High School this year. Congratulations to
them both.

The Lindstroms and the Shaffers will be hosting Friday
Night Singing for the summer. The first gathering will be at
The Shaffer's Home on June 10th. Everyone is welcome
and please bring a friend.

Doug Lindstrom is home for the week and willing to help
with things on your “to do” list. Call him at 251-7743.

Regular Meeting Times

Sunday Morning Class 10:00
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00
Wednesday Evening Class 7:00

Information for the bulletin? Please contact
Dorinda Shaffer

dshaffer@lassencollege.edu
or call or text 530-260-3706

This Week In Your Prayers
Those Sick and Injured:

Tonya Appell’s brother is having serious health issues.
Please contact her for more details.

Notes:

Those Out of Town:
Notes:

SPECIAL DATES IN JUNE

03 Daytona Lindstrom - 1992 + gt
06 Thelma Brady - 1922 S#iN
16 Huel & Mary - 1984

19 Chris & Peggy Appell - 1975 e

20 Mark and Dorinda Shaffer -1992 +%es,

21 Dylan Appell - 1991

21 Dennis Fiddament - 1964
21 Nolan Shaffer - 1996

23 Bobby & Chris Jones - 1973
24 Nick Phillips

28 Teylor Goforth - 1996

28 Hank & Dana Neely - 2008

28 Haylee Shaffer - 1993 & gt
30 Connie Ross SN
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Our Elders

Huel Morphis 257-0765

Darrell Vermillion ~ 253-2520

Dave Fiddament  253-3376

Our Deacons:

Dennis Fiddament 253-1233

Bobby Jones 257-3668

Doug Lindstrom 257-5657

Our Preacher
Danny Matchniff ~ 310-1923





