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We welcome our visitors to our
times of worship and Bible study,
where we strive to speak where
the Bible speaks and to be silent
where the Bible is silent.

www.susanvillechurchofchrist.org

Searching the Scriptures
By Andy Cantrell

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways,” says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9).

Nearly every time | have heard these verses used in a sermon or
conversation they’'ve been misused—even by me. They are, by
far, the most recognized words in Isaiah 55, yet they seem the
least understood. Typically this is used as a proof text when
claiming that we can’t figure something out about God. When
circumstances or teachings confuse us we are quick to quote this
Scripture. The problem is this text is actually teaching the
opposite message. Isaiah 55 is not a passage declaring that
God’s thoughts are out of reach and beyond our grasp. Itis a
beautiful invitation to “seek the Lord while he may be found” and
to “call upon Him while He is near” (vs.6). An invitation that
perfectly illustrates God'’s love, grace, and power found in the
message He has revealed to humanity.

The Invitation

The invitation is addressed to the famished and the poor (vs.1).
Much like Jesus beginning His famous mountain sermon by
blessing the “poor of spirit” and those who “hunger and thirst for
righteousness” this great passage does the same. Those who
would seek God’s ways and find them are those who begin with
the realization of their own spiritual destitution. It is tremendous
that His invitation is without partiality or price. To quote Huey
Lewis, “You don't need money, don't take fame. Don't need no
credit card to ride this train.” All the “wine and milk” of God’s
revelation are available “without money and without cost” (vs.2).

The Lord’s actual invitation is to “listen carefully to Me” (vs.2) and
“incline your ear and come to Me” (vs.3). There are many other
messengers and messages to listen to that are far inferior to
God’s message. Far too many of us spend our money, time, and
energy examining those lesser things to the neglect of Scripture. |
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know too many Christians who seem more inspired by the uninspired than they are with God’s
revealed Word. We need to stop reading so many books and open our eyes to the treasures of the

Scriptures.

The Cost

Though there is no monetary price tag there is a cost. “Let the wicked forsake his way, And the
unrighteous man his thoughts” (1s.55:7). If | am ever going to find the things God has asked me to
search for | will have to sacrifice my thoughts and my ways. Two masters can’t be served. Two
messages can't be followed. If | am serious about knowing the Lord and learning His will for my life |
must be willing to surrender. The failure to acknowledge our spiritual bankruptcy and answer the call
to self sacrifice are the top two reasons why we so often fail to search the Scriptures with the
diligence we should. Christians will forever struggle with Bible study until these battles are won.

The Sales Pitch

So why would anyone be willing to give up their thoughts and ways? The answer is in the text we
started with. Here is God’s pitch: His ways are higher than ours, “as the heavens are higher than the
earth.” Why would anyone pass up such an opportunity as this? How many things are worth what
His revealed Will is worth? What things can accomplish what His Words accomplish? -- Certainly not
my thoughts, or yours, or your preachers, or this publication, or any publication, or a college, or
anything else. Yet the truth is many will invest more into those things than they will in God’s Word.
God wants us listening to Him. If we would simply consider the awesome power we have in the
Scriptures we would understand it is for our benefit that we study them.

The Promises

This text is filled with promises. For one, God’s Word will accomplish what He desires it to (vs.11).
For those who do not search it and find in it what He hopes for them to it will surely be their
judgment. For those who listen well it will surely be their life. Both are by God’s design. There is also
the promise of pardon (vs.7). For all under the bondage of sin the truth will set them free. His Gospel
is one of reconciliation and forgiveness. Only those who recognize the breech and acknowledge
their guilt will ever be motivated to “draw near to listen.” There is the promise of joy (vs.12).
Mountains that once seemed insurmountable before me will be the very things that cheer me on.
That only comes from a heavenly perspective. From earth the mountain seems daunting; from
above we are able to see the other side. Finally there is the promise of change (vs.13). The
invitation from God to search out His thoughts and His ways is nothing less than an invitation to
change the landscape of our lives, “Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, and instead
of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree” (vs.13). The hungry and thirsty will be filled, the weary and
heavy-laden will find rest, broken hearts will find healing, the poor will hear good news, the lost will
be found, and the dead will live. This is the power of God’s message to mankind. These are the
assurances.

The Application

The discipline of searching the Scriptures is not simply a matter of technique. It is not a matter of
time management. It is not about possessing the best resources and tools. If it was, Scripture would
address such things. When God speaks in His Word concerning His Word it is a matter of
motivation. Such texts as these are where we receive it. The invitation to search the Scriptures is an
invitation to know the mind of the Creator of heaven and earth. We have the treasures of eternity
bound for us in a single volume. Delight yourself in it. Diligently study it. Meditate on it. Live it.

Items for the Bulletin? Contact Dorinda Shaffer 530-260-3706

EMAIL: evergreenrm@yahoo.com
m
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Member’s Biographic Profile

Meet the Elders: Darrell Vermillion

Darrell was born at his parents home on Friday, May 13th, 1932 at Davis Creek, California. His last name is
French and means “Scarlet.” He grew up in Surprise Valley, which is in Modoc County. He attended Fort
Bidwell Elementary, Cedarville Elementary and Surprise Valley Union High School. He attended college at
San Jose City College. While in school he was active in four sports and was the president of F.F.A. He was
one of 12 children and had 7 brothers and 4 sisters. His favorite family memories are just of being together.
His dad supported his family by working on different ranches and was also a butcher. When Darrell was 11
years old he worked in the hay fields for $5 a day. Some of his jobs included working for auto dealers (Ford),
a custodian business, Bank of America and schools. He met his wife Pat in High School. She was a
sophomore and Darrell was a Senior. They have been married 59 years and will be celebrating their 60th
wedding anniversary on October 6th.

Darrell and Pat moved to Janesville in 1972 from the San Jose area. They chose to move here
because of the Church. Darrell became a Christian when he was 19 years old and living in Redding. He had
been deer hunting and the preacher preached about missing church services. “I could see there’s a lot more
to life and | wanted to do what Jesus wanted me to do.” His advice to young people is to be committed,
always know what you’re doing, stay focused on the Lord and enjoy life as you go. His favorite memories are
of meeting Pat and of his children being born. His motto is “Don’t Ever Say “No” when asked to serve the
Lord.” Darrell would like to express his appreciation for the young people in our congregation. Thank you so
much Darrell for sharing this information with us. We love and appreciate you too!

-Interviewed by Carissa Shaffer
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BRIGHT
BRIMSTONE
BURNTSACRIFICE
CHARIOT
CONSUMING
DEVOURING
ETERNAL
FLAME
FURNACE
HEARTH
HORSES
KINDLED
LAKE
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