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From Catholicism To Christianit
(Part 2 of 3) by Mario Marin, Los Osos, California

In part 1 of this short series, "From Catholicism To Christianity,"
we considered the universal (catholic) nature of the church. In this
article we will focus on the identity of the true church that was
established by Christ, and the identity of true followers of Jesus
Christ.

Christ's church was established around thiny:three A.D. after the
death of Christ. We read about the church's establishment in Acts
chapter 2.

After the apostles had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit
(Acts 1:5) on Sunday morning on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1),
Peter stood up and proclaimed God's word to thousands of
people (Acts 2:14-36). Now when they heard this they were cut
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles "Brethren,
what shall we do?"(Acts 2:37). And Peter said to them, "Repent
and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children, and for
all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to
Himself" (Acts 2:38).

And with many other words he bore witness and continued to
exhort them, saying, "Save yourselves from this crooked
generation" (Act 2:40). So those who received his word were
baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand
souls (Acts 2:37-41).

This occasion marked the beginning of the church of Christ. The

church that was established by His blood should bear His name.

A true Christian [Gk. CHRISTIANOS] then, is a follower of Christ;
one who loves and obeys Christ and all that He has commanded.
(Cf. John 8:31; 14:15)

Not long after the establishment of the church CHRISTIANOS
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1. They were called "believers" in Acts 5:14.
2. They were called "saints" in Acts 9:32

3. They were called "disciples” in Acts 11:26

was the name give to the followers of Christ at Antioch (Acts 11:26). Prior to Acts 11:26 followers of
Christ were called by different names in the New Testament:

Christians were never called "catholic" (universal) because they never followed "universal” - - they
followed Christ! For that reason, those who are true followers of Christ, and members of His
kingdom, the church, go by the name "Christian." The true church of Christ is one that bears His
name. A true follower of Christ also bears His name and abides in His word every day.

The Lonely Ember
Submitted by Amy Fiddament

A member of a certain congregation quit
attending regularly, and soon, stopped going
altogether? A couple of weeks later the preacher
decided to pay him a visit. It was a chilly, fall
evening and the preacher found the man home
alone, sitting pleasantly, before a roaring fire.

Guessing the reason for the preacher’s visit,
the man welcomed him in, leading him to a big chair
near the fireplace, and waited for the rebuke he
expected. The preacher made himself comfortable,
but said nothing. In the silence, the preacher
contemplated the play of the flames around the
burning logs. After a few minutes he took the fire
tongs and carefully picked up a brightly burning
ember, placing it to one side of the hearth all alone.
He then sat back in the chair.

The host watched all this in quiet fascination.
As the one lone ember’s flame diminished, there
was a momentary glow, and then its fire was no
more. Soon it was cold and dead. Not a word had
been spoken.

Just before the preacher was ready to leave,
he picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it
back in the middle of the fire. Immediately, it began
to glow once more with the light and warmth of the
burning coals around it.

As the preacher reached the door to leave,
his host said, “Thank you so much for your visit and
especially for the fiery sermon. | shall be back at
the next assembly.”

Today
By Sherry Rash

God gave us today so we might have
opportunity to correct the mistakes of
yesterday. -

God gave us today so we might smell the
roses and enjoy the rainbows along life’s way.

God gave us today so we might see the fruit of
our labors and forget about our sorrow.

God gave us today so we might prepare for
the future and have hope for tomorrow.

God gave us today so we might examine
ourselves and learn of Him.

God gave us today so when we fall, with a
determined heart we would seek to rise again.

God gave us today so we might choose whom
we would serve.

Yesterday is gone and tomorrow may not be,
but God gave us today so we might choose
our destiny.

The Christian’s
Jubilee

Q: How can you make
God laugh?

A: Tell Him your future
plans.

MY SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACKER SAYS YOU SHOULD
NeveRTELLA LE.
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Obstacles and Opportunities

By John French-Reprinted from April 30, 1995 Bulletin

Many years ago, a large American Shoe manufacturer sent two sales representatives out to different
parts of the Australian outback to see if they could drum up some business among the aborigines.
Some time later, the company received telegrams from both agents. The first one said, “No
business here. Natives don’t wear shoes.” The second one said, “Great opportunity here, natives

don’t wear shoes!”

What is our attitude as Christians toward a lost and dying world. Do we view it as hopeless? Or do
we see opportunity? Many times people think; “I'm just one individual, what good could | do?” Many
give up before they even start, as the first shoe rep had done. Brethren, we have a field that is ripe
to be harvested? Jesus looked at the world as a place of wondrous opportunity (Matt. 9:37). Look
at the effect that twelve men had upon the world! The apostles began a movement of spreading the
gospel of Christ in the hearts of men that was taken to everyone in the world (Col. 1:23).

You and | as Christians have something so precious. WE have living in us the gospel of Jesus?
This is something that every person needs. It is the power of God unto salvation (Rom. 1:16-17).
What had begun on the day of Pentecost in the year 33 a.d. is continuing to this very day. What joy
it should be that we are involved in this effort; changing the lives of people in a positive way, rather
than a negative way which is so prevalent. Let us here at Susanville continue and grow in the area
of being those that take the gospel to others in our community and beyond. Remember, we are
simply the planters and waterers. We are the farmers and God says He will give the increase (I Cor.
3:6-8). Besides we will receive a reward for our labor.

Word Search: The Tongue

LAPPETH
P W BLASPHEME LYING
BRAG NAUGHTY
BRIDLETH PRAISE
CONFESS PRAY
CURSE SCOURGE
DEADLY POISON SING
DECEITFUL SLANDER
DEFILETH SLOW
FAIL SOFT
FALSE STAMMERING
FIRE SWEAR
FLATTERETH UTTER

GRUDGE WORLD OF
EVIL
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