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THE CHURCHES OF CHRIST SALUTE YOU rom. 16:16
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The Lost Diary of Nadab and Abihu Found!
(By Frank Walton)

The following satire should help us learn a Biblical lesson on
respecting the limits of divine authority in our faith and practice:
“You shall not add to the word which | am commanding you, nor
take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God which | command you” (Deut 4:2; Rom 15:4).

PRESS RELEASE: The world of archaeology was giddy with the
sensational discovery in the Sinai desert of the long lost and
previously unknown diary of two ancient Jewish priests — Nadab
and Abihu. These sons of Aaron had a short-lived career in
Leviticus but managed to secretly record their enlightened
spiritual aspirations. The compact papyrus diary was in
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having been singed by fire all around. Here are some excerpts
rom Abihu’s deep, soul-searching spirituality:

‘As spiritual leaders, Nadab and | are excited about the possibility
of bringing about positive change in our repressive, narrow
egalistic sect. While we owe much to our religious heritage of
belief in a covenant-keeping God that sustained us in Egypt, the
egalistic prohibitions of Moses chafe our loins from making
strides into greater spirituality, self actualization, emotional
fulfillment, and knowledge of spiritual mysteries. In this new age,
brethren must learn to think outside of the tent.

Who are we, as Jews, to be so narrow-minded and exclusive that
God has only one way? How arrogant for Aaron and Moses to
say we alone have the truth of God. How odd for our little group
to stand apart from the world and say we alone can know the true
way of God.

Legalistic rules will kill this movement, like this ridiculous rule that
we are only authorized to get fire from only one place to offer
incense! How superstitious! It's like this so-called “law of silence”
that our forefather Noah was only authorized to build the ark out
of gopher wood, since God was silent about any other wood. How
silly! True worship for us is not about keeping trivial rules but
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feeling the awesome presence of God. Rigid patternism is so deadening.

How sad that we Jews began, when God called Abraham, as a unifying movement of mankind. Did
not God say to the founder of our movement, “Through you Jews all the families of the earth shall be
blessed”? Somehow this movement has gone awry into sectarian narrowness. Instead of simplistic
faith, we need a fresh wind from the Spirit of change to breathe new life into our movement. Now it is
so emotionally stifling and rigid!

We need to send a delegation to grovel before the Canaanite God Convention to apologize for our
intolerant narrowness and exclusive religion, so we’'ll be accepted into the Land of Promise with
open arms. God is the God of all men, not just Jews. How arrogant to say that God only spoke to us
and gave His blessings only to us.

We are all sons of Noah. Who is to say that the sincerity of our estranged fleshly brethren
descended from Noah who approach God, as they understand Him, is any better than ours? In fact,
they seem to be so sincere and wise, like the gracious wisdom of the insightful Egyptians, Ptahhote
and Amenemope, or Hammurabi of Mesopotamia, and Ahikar of Assyria. We can’t bring ourselves
to say they are wrong and hurt their feelings — but we sure know our narrow-minded brethren are
wrong and who cares how they feel!

We need to apologize to the Edomites, our brothers, for excluding them and being so arrogant as to
stay that God’s covenant with us excludes them from the table of fellowship in Yahweh. God has
surely been working through the wise men of Edom, who are world renown for their insightful
spirituality.

Since Moses said at Mount Sinai that all Israel is a priestly nation to minister to the nations, we take
this as a paradigm to broaden our fellowship. Don’t the elders of Israel know that to broaden the
appeal of the covenant that they must adopt the spirit of the age? Pluralism is the only thing that will
work in our ministry before the world. We can no more believe and practice alike than look alike.

Monotheism makes us a laughing stock in the universities of Egypt. Nobody in the religious world
believes this stuff except our own little group!

We feel led by God’s Spirit to lead our fellowship of God’s people into greater liberty of conscience
and belief, as was done by the patriarchs.

Today, we will bravely experiment with offering a new and exciting type of fire in worship. We feel
we will experience an overwhelming moving of the power of God.”

And so they did, when they offered “unauthorized fire” (NIV) in worship (Leviticus 10:1-4)!

So, we must remember “to not exceed what is written” (1 Cor 4:6) in our religious service to God.
The New Testament is a complete and perfect pattern for “life and godliness” (2 Pet 1:3, 2 Tim 1:13,
3:16-17). Let's remember this OT warning of Nadab and Abihu’s unauthorized worship (1 Cor 10:6).
It is both spiritually safe and satisfying to abide only in Christ's Word (Jn 8:31-32), to respect the limit
of God'’s revelation (Isa 66:2), and not to presume upon His silence as permissive (Heb 7:14, 1 Pet
4:11, Rev 22:18-19)!

Items for the Bulletin? Contact Dorinda Shaffer
530-260-3706
EMAIL: evergreenrm@yahoo.com
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The Way of Salvation

Today, the way of salvation is completely revealed in God's word.
During affliction and imprisonment Paul urged Christians when he
concluded, "Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about
our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the
gospel by the power of God, who saved us and called us to a
holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own
purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began, and which now has been manifested through the
appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which
| was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher," (2 Tim.
1.8-11).

The gospel of Christ is what brings about salvation to those who
are faithful and obedient. We are under the Christian
dispensation, which is governed completely by the revealed word
of God. In another letter Paul wrote, "For | am not ashamed

of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as itis
written, 'The righteous shall live by faith.' " (Rom. 1.16-17) We
should not be ashamed of the gospel, instead we should defend
it and proclaim it as the gospel which has the power to

save people from the penalty

of their sins.

Under the new covenant ratified with the blood of Christ, the
steps for salvation are:

1. HEAR God's word: "So faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ" (Romans 10.17)

2. BELIEVE in Jesus as God's Son: "For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life" (John 3.16)

3. REPENT of past sinful life: "l tell you, no; but unless you
repent you will all likewise perish." (Luke 13.3; cf. Acts 2.38,
17.30)

4. CONFESS Jesus is Lord and Christ: "So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, | also will acknowledge before

my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men,
| also will deny before my Father who is in heaven." (Matt. 10.32;
cf., Rom. 10.10)

5. BAPTISM for the forgiveness of sins: "Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned." (Mark 16.16; cf., Acts 2.38; 22.16)

6. CONTINUE FATHFUL during your lifetime: (2 Tim. 4.7-8; Rev.
2.10)

HAVE YOU OBTAINED THIS SALVATION?

Mario A. Marin preaches and worships with the Los Osos Church
of Christ. He is studying with Brent Willey to become a full-time
evangelist.

Church Libra

Marvel at amazing insects, animals, and
fish. Journey through the human circulatory
system, discover why the mysterious Inca
culture declined, and through it all, rejoice in
the majesty of God! Packed with fascinating
facts about physics, biology, astronomy, and
more. These award winning films offer your
family a balanced approach to science while
giving credit to the creator. 19 DVD's 28
mins. each. They are in the Library

now! They really affirm our belief in God and
the wonderful world He created for us.

Why Go To Church?
(SUBMITTED BY LINDA ZINKO)

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a
newspaper and complained that it made no
sense to go to church every Sunday . "I've gone
for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that time |
have heard something like 3,000 sermons. But
for the life of me, | can't remember a single one
of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time and the
pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at
all.”

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to
the Editor" column, much to the delight of the
editor. It went on for weeks until someone wrote
this clincher:

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But,
for the life of me, | cannot recall the entire menu
for a single one of those meals. But | do know
this.. They all nourished me and gave me the
strength | needed to do my work. If my wife had
not given me these meals, | would be physically
dead today. Likewise, if | had not gone to church
for nourishment, | would be spiritually dead
today!" When you are DOWN to nothing... God
is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible,
believes the incredible and receives the
impossible! Thank God for our physical AND our
spiritual nourishment!

"When Satan is knocking at your door, simply
say, "Jesus, could you get that for me?"





