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The Word
His Person & His Voice

By Royce P. Bell
(Reprinted from 05/15/2005)

! What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our
hands, concerning the Word of Life—

2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was
manifested to us—> what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you
also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. * These
things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.”

~1 John 1:1-4

———————— O alll the distinctive terms used to describe the person, Jesus—Savior,
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Redeemer, Lord, Son of God (among many others)—the most basic to
His character and identity is simply, “The Word.” In John 1, it is the
Word who was, who was with God and was God, and Who became
flesh (John 1:1-4).

In practical terms, it is Christ Who is preached when the Word is
preached, for He is the Word and the Author of all this is contained
within God’s Word. This is a critical thing for us to understand, for
many force a distinction between the gospel of Christ and the doctrine

of Christ. They say the Gospel is simply, and the doctrine of Christ is
those ancillary teachings that govern our relations with one another, but
have no place in determining fellowship). This is an artificial separation
of the unity of Divine revelation.

Fundamental Characteristics of The Word

It is probably a futile effort to try to show the characteristics of The
Word, if only because, He being God, He is infinite and beyond our
poor ability to define or classify. But, there are some things revealed of
Him and while we struggle with appropriate words to explain those
teachings, they are nonetheless true of Him.

Of His Person, the Bible clearly teaches these specific things (we don’t
have time or space for everything, but these will suffice to show the
point):

e He is distinctly transcendent...He is God
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He is defined by relationship...declared to be the Son of God
His identity forms the basis of a faith-system...we are to believe in Him

His identity is incapable of true perversion, though it is a target for error and many errors proceed from the
perversion of truth

He is THE a priori factor in eternal salvation...without Him and His place in the Divine scheme, there
would be no salvation.

Now, compare what is said about Him, with what is revealed of His voice:

What is said about Him is uniquely understandable
Because of His position, His Word is authoritative/reliable

Revelation is the instrument of the faith-system—it declares Him and defines how He expects to be
revered

The truth is incapable of real perversion. Though often twisted into error, it is and always remains the
truth

His Word is a mandatory factor unto eternal salvation, for without It, there could be no knowledge of Him,
nor understanding of His will.

Breaking that down even further, we see two aspects of The Word, first in terms of His Person and the
teaching that is done concerning Him. Again, we are not interested in what others say about Him, but rather,
we are concerned that we understand what the scriptures say about Him:

1

He is, and He is manifest.

By saying, “He is,” we do not mean that He is like you and | are (even though that is true, too). Indeed the
scriptures declare His existence from the beginning. Before anything was, He was and still is (cf. John
1:1-2). But, that is of no significance to us if we cannot know it or if it is such an abstract thought that
none can grasp it. So, we proceed forward...

He was manifested, heard, seen, looked at and handled. He was not merely an abstract thought, but was
an actual person who lived and breathed. They handled Him and touched Him; they walked with Him and
conversed with Him.

Therefore, they testified of Him as eyewitnesses. John said, “..we beheld His glory...” (John 1:14) and
then solemnly averred that his testimony was true (John 21:24). It is merely up to us to determine
whether we will accept the testimony!

But, that is not merely theology, for that explicit message is to be proclaimed...

In what is preached, the Word of the cross (1 John 1:2-3, what is proclaimed is “the Word of life’—or the
live-giving Word). It is what Paul preached (1 Corinthians 1:18ff); it is what we are to preach.

But, it is proclaimed in more ways than just in what is preached! We also proclaim it in the memorial-
practice known as the Lord’s supper (1 Corinthians 11:26). What is “announced” (that is the meaning of
“proclaim”) from the pulpit, is “announced also” in the pew, when we eat together and thereby declare our
oneness in Him. Here’s the way Paul states it:

“..Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ? ' Since there is one bread, we who
are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17).
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FANNY JANE CROSBY - - SONGWRITER
(1820- 1915)

Born in Putman County, New York, on March 24, 1820 she was
only 6 weeks old when she was accidentally blinded due to
mistreatment by an ill-qualified doctor. Her father died when
she was a baby leaving her to be raised by her godly mother

and grandmother.

They encouraged her to memorize Scripture at an early age,
which would later become a rich source of inspiration for her
hymns. It also helped her develop a phenomenal memory. At
one point, as an adult, she had composed up to forty poems in
her head before she ever had them put into writing.

At the age of 15, Fanny entered the New York City School for
the blind, where she lived and later taught until her marriage to
Alexander van Alstyne in 1858. They had one child who died as

an infant. It was also in New York that she found assurance of

her salvation on November 20, 1850 while attending an
evangelistic meeting at the Methodist Broadway Tabernacle.

In 1863 during the Civil War, Fanny composed her first hymn
for a worship service at the Dutch Reformed Church on 23rd
Street. The minister of the church put her in touch with
composer William B. Bradbury, with whom she worked for four
years until his death in 1868.

She then began writing hymns for the Bigelow and Main
Company, the largest gospel music publishing firm of that day.
She would later look back and say that it was at that time she

began "The real and most important work of my life."

During her most productive period of hymn writing, between
1864 and 1889, she averaged three or four hymns a week, for
which she was paid $2.00 each. Although this remuneration
was increased somewhat late in life, she continued to live a
frugal lifestyle. Most of her 8,000 or so hymns (estimates range
up to 9,000) focused on the Christian experience. Roughly sixty
of her hymns are in regular use in hymnals today. Nineteen of
Crosby's hymns are in our current songbooks:

#4 To God Be The Glory (1875), #300 Praise Him! Praise Him!
(1869), #320 Nearer The Cross (1873), #383 Jesus Keep Me
Near The Cross (1869), #387 Tell Me The Story Of Jesus
(1880)

#473 Safe In The Arms Of Jesus (1870), #480 Blessed
Assurance (1873), #485 Take The World But Give Me Jesus
(1878), #501 Though Your Sins Be As Scarlet (1876), #508 A
Wonderful Savior (1890), #514 Redeemed (1882), #584 Thou,
My Everlasting Portion (1874), #592 Some Day The Silver Cord
Will Break (1894), #639 Rescue The Perishing (1869), #666 |
Am Thine, O Lord (1875), #841 Hide Me, O My Savior (1886),
#849 'Tis The Blessed Hour Of Prayer (1880), #862 Savior,
More Than Life To Me (1875), #947 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling
(1883),

Submitted by Becki Boutcher

Get to Know the Appell’s

CHRIS & PEGGY APPELL

Chris and Peggy moved to Susanville a month ago
when he was transferred from Utah to Sierra Army
Depot in Herlong. They purchased a home on
Mesa Street just a few blocks from the church
building.

Chris was raised Catholic but obeyed the Gospel in
Colorado in 1978. Peggy grew up in a Christian
family and was baptized at the age of eighteen - -
also in Colorado.

They have been married 34 years and have four
grown children - - all of whom have been baptized
into the Lord. Their oldest son, Justin, is living in
Colorado.

Chris served in the U.S. Army and completed four
tours in Germany before retiring. Their two
youngest children (Skyler and Dylan) were both
born in Germany. Their daughter, Mariah, was born
in England. Only Justin, was born in the U.S.

Chris, who earned a B.S. Degree in Social
Psychology, is currently working for the
Department of Defense. Peggy has continued to be
a homemaker which provided much needed
stability for the family because of their frequent
moves with the military.

While stationed in Germany, Chris served as a
Deacon for the local congregation of the Church of
Christ. Later, he served as a deacon once again for
the Church of Christ congregation in Hesperia,
California. His desire is to serve the Lord as much
as possible.

They enthusiastically agree that the Susanville
congregation is one of the most loving
congregations they have encountered and want to
make Susanville their last and final move.

Welcome brethren, to our church family!

Submitted by Karen Fiddament





