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From Catholicism To Christianity
(Part 3 of 3) by Mario Marin, Los Osos, California

In part | of this short series, "From Catholicism to Christianity,” we
considered the universal nature of the church. In Part Il we
focused on the identity of the true church that was established by
Christ, and the identity of true followers of Jesus Christ.

Having considered this information from Scripture, the absolute
authority for everything we do, one cannot help but to ask these
two questions: Am | a member of the true church of God? And am
| a true Christian? | would not have been able to give a realistic
answer to these questions several years ago when | rarely read
the Bible. Who would have known that one day | would become a
member of the true body of believers in Christ!

God, who knows the heart of everyone, has ways of bringing into
the fold those who are honestly searching for Him (Acts 17:17,
30). Are you searching for the true church of God? Do you want to
be a true follower of the LORD Jesus Christ? If so, then you are
already half way there.

My search for the true church of God came after my college
years. | was a non-practicing Catholic, yet | felt no differently than
when | was a devout Catholic. The sad part was that | never really
wondered about salvation or my eternal destination. No one in the
Catholic religion taught me anything that was essential for
salvation.

But one day a member of the church of Christ dared to ask me
about my beliefs and offered to have a Bible study with me. |
agreed, because | was searching. It turned out that this
knowledgeable Christian had the courage and patience to study
with my parents and me for over three months. He instructed us
about sin, salvation and about God's true church. Every page of
the Bible we studied pointed to the true identity of Christ's church
and true identity of His followers. | was immediately convinced
that the church Christ established was completely different from
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the church | grew up attending.

The more we studied the Bible, the more | desired to do God's will. But | wanted to make sure that
my decision was completely based on Scripture. So | asked many questions and the answers
always came from the Bible.

On November 12, 2004, after a long Bible study session and with a strong sense of urgency, | asked
Baldwin B., "Brother, what shall | do?" He said, "Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins." So, like those brethren in Acts chapter 2, | was baptized and added
to the LORD's church.

| Wish You Enough!
Submitted by Linda Zinko

Recently | overheard a Father and daughter in their last moments together at the airport. The airport
had announced the departure, when the father said, “l love you, and | wish you enough.” The
daughter replied, “Dad, our life together has been more than enough. Your love is all | ever

needed. | wish you enough, too, Dad.” They kissed and the daughter left. The Father walked over to
the window where [ was seated. Standing there | could see he wanted and needed to cry. | tried not
to intrude on his privacy, but he welcomed me in by asking, “Did you ever say good-bye to someone
knowing it would be forever?” “Yes, | have,” | replied. “Forgive me for asking, but why is this a
forever good-bye?” He said, “ am old, and she lives so far away. | have challenges ahead and the
reality is - the next trip back wiil be for my funeral.”

“When you were saying good-bye, | heard you say, 'l wish you enough.” May | ask what that
means?”

He began to smile. “That's a wish that has been handed down from other generations. My parents
used to say it to everyone.” He paused a moment and looked up as if trying to remember it in detail,
and he smiled even more. “When we said, 'l wish you enough,' we were wanting the other person to
have a life filled with just enough good things to sustain them.” Then turning toward me, he shared
the following as if he were reciting it from memory.

[ wish you enough sun to keep your attitude bright no matter how grey the day may appear.
| wish you enough rain to appreciate the sun even more.

I wish you enough happiness to keep your spirit alive and everlasting.

I wish you enough pain so that even the smallest of joys in life may appear bigger.

| wish you enough gain to satisfy your wanting.

I wish you enough loss to appreciate all that you possess.

I'wish you enough hellos to get you through the final good-bye.

He then began to cry and walked away.

They say it takes a minute to find a special person, an hour to appreciate
them, a day to love them; but then an entire life to forget them.
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The Christian’s Jubilee
The Atheist in the Woods

An atheist was walking through the woods, thinking to himself, "How beautiful the animals are!"

"How maijestic the trees are!" "How powerful the rivers are!" As he walked along the river, he heard
rustling in the bushes behind him. He turned and saw an 8-foot grizzly bear charging towards him.
He ran along the path as fast as he could, but when he looked over his shouider, he saw that the -
bear was closing in on him.

He kept running, but when he looked over his shoulder again, and the bear was even closer. Then
he tripped and fell on the ground. The bear was right on top of him with his right paw raised to strike
him. At that instant, the atheist cried, "God help me!"

Time Stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent.

A bright light shone upon the man and a voice from the sky said, "You've denied my existence for all
these years and have taught others that | don't exist. You've even credited creation to a cosmic
accident. Why would you expect me to help you out of this predicament? Are you now a believer?”

The atheist looked into the light and said, "Well, | would be hypocrite to suddenly ask You to treat
me as a Christian now, but could you, maybe, make the BEAR a Christian?"

"Very Well," said the voice.

The light went out. The sounds of the forest resumed. The bear lowered his right paw and brought
both paws together. He bowed his head, and said: "Lord, bless this food which | am about to receive
from Your bounty through Christ our Lord, Amen."
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Those Sick:

Lee Bell, wife of Royce Bell from San Bernardino, is
doing well. She was suffering from high blood pressure

Ellen Santos is requesting prayers for her husband,
Travis, who is having angina attacks.

Tim_Robertson, a friend of Arlene Spiers was injured
when he was hit by a car in his power chair. He is in the
hospital at Lassen Banner.

Vicky Willey is scheduled to have a hip replacement in
May. She suffers from M.S.

Peggy Appell is not doing well. She has been bed
ridden for a few weeks and suffering from M.D.

Those fighting cancer:
Clyde Wilson from the church in Santa Clara.

Shane Delph, a former member, who now lives in
Prunedale. He found out last week that his tumor has
grown and he will be facing more treatments than what
he expected.

Former member, Larry Cravy; his wife, Mick has been
diagnosed with stage 3 lung cancer.

Those Out of Town:
Doug Lindstrom is preaching in Chester this morning.

Special Prayer Requests:

Please pray for Mike Ross to get a job in this area so
they can come back and be with us all the time.

Doug Lindstrom will have the rest of the week off and
will be available to help anyone with any need they have
all week. Please call him at 251-7743 (He likes to stay
busy!)

Skyler Appell is looking for work. Let’s pray the he is
able to find a job quickly.
Those in the Military:

P.J. Forbes, The Potter’s (the preacher from Alturas)
sons, Brendan Marraocao, Brian Warlick Jr. and Adam
Beli.

Special Announcements

The “SEARCHING FOR TRUTH” DVD'’s are what the
congregation will be going through for our
Wednesday Night classes for the next few weeks.
This is a wonderful opportunity to invite friends and
other members of our community to hear an
introduction to the truth as revealed in God’s word.

" DAUGHTERS OF THE KING" Meets Tuesdays at
10:00 a.m. in the home of Chris Jones. We are
starting a new series of lessons on "The Seasons

of Life" published in Mar/Apr "Christian Woman"
magazine. The author, Sue Rhineheimer, worships
with the Gateway Church of Christ in Gilbert, Arizona.

MEET NEW MEMBERS - LEE & FRAN SHERMAN
Lee was baptized into Christ a few weeks ago and his
wife Fran,was restored into fellowship with the Lord's
church. Let's get acquainted with our new brethren.

SCOTT BOUTCHER, son of Becki Boutcher, will
preach for both morning and evening services today.
Scott and his wife Sarah, worship at Queen Way
Church of Christ in Sparks, Nevada.

POTLUCK TODAY! Chris and Bobby Jones are
hosting a potluck today at 1:00 p.m. in their home.

THE CAPS FOR CANCER CLUB will meet at the
home of Diana Lindstrom, this Thursday at 6:30pm

FAITH LESSONS FROM THE HOLY LAND Huel and
Mary Morphis are hosting this class in their home on
Monday nights from 7:00-8:00 p.m.

THE TAHOE FAMILY ENCAMPMENT is scheduled
for July 24-31. You can get more information from
their website at www.tahoefamilyencampment.com

Danny Matchniff will be bringing a lesson to us on
May 16th. His wife Amy (Robbins), is a former
member and they have two children. There will be a
potluck at the Shaffer’s foliowing morning services.

Mark Shaffer will be working the morning shift on
Sundays for the next 6 months.

Regular Meeting Times

Sunday Morning Class 10:00
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00

Wednesday Evening Class  7:00

Today’s Schedule for Serving

Song Leader: A.M Dennis Fiddament
Sermon: A.M.
Song Leader: P.M.  Larry Rawlins

Scott Boutcher

Sermon: P.M. Scott Boutcher
Lord’s Table: Darrell Vermillion
Announcements: Huel Morphis





