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Sing On, Ye Joyful Pilgrims
by Brent Moody

My favorite songs are church songs. That is because my favorite
kind of music is congregational singing. Music and poetry are
expressive and dynamic forms of communication. It seems to me
that this is why God inspired men like David and Solomon to write
psalms. It is also one reason why God commanded Moses to
write, and teach to the Israelites, the song of remembrance found
in Deuteronomy 32 (Deut. 32:1-43). ’

Not only do these songs, which were written by God'’s inspired
writers, further illustrate the superiority of the divine mind, they
communicate the will of God in a fashion that is easy to remember
and repeat.

Therefore, it is not surprising that God commands us to sing
today.

We often emphasize, and rightfully so, preaching, reading the
Bible, taking the Lord’s Supper, and communicating with God in
prayer. But singing is just as important as these other
commandments given by God. The songs we sing can and should
become an important part of our lives. When times are difficult
and troubles seem endless we can call to mind songs like “It Is
Well With My Soul” or “Be With Me Lord.” When we are especially
joyous, it should bring to mind songs like “Sing And Be Happy.”
We’ll even hum the tunes as we go about our day. James
encourages this behavior, “Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing
psalms” (Jam. 5:13).

Some of the best songs are scriptures that are put to a melody.
This is a profitable way to remember and teach a section of God’s
word. We understand music to be a powerful teaching tool. That
is why we teach children the “12 apostles song” or the “the Books
of the Bible song.” It helps them, and us, remember these
important facts when we put them to a tune.

Songs like “As The Deer” and “l Will Call Upon The Lord,” which
are taken from Psalm 42 and Psalm 18, are great songs, but
more importantly they help us commit sections of God’s word to
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memory. Singing is important because it gives us hope and joy, while aiding in our remembrance of
God’s will.

Paul reveals that singing should have an important role in the life of every Christian when he says,
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). In
this text, Paul points out two fundamental reasons why singing is an essential part of worship.

First, it is an activity that not only encourages and uplifts, but it teaches. The songs we sing teach
things about God and His Word. Although we love beautiful songs, we do not sing songs just
because they are pretty. We sing them because they proclaim something worthwhile. They remind
us that “Jesus Is Coming Soon” and that “This World Is Not My Home.” These concepts are
important and need to be continually impressed upon the minds of every Christian.

Through song we encourage each other to be “Standing On The Promises” of God. That is why Paul
tells us that we need to be “speaking to one another” during this time of singing (Eph. 5:19). If you
are not participating in the song service, you are missing out on an important part of worship.

Second, singing is important because we praise God and give Him glory and honor through our
songs. When we sing we ought to be making melody in our hearts to the Lord. We should be singing
with grace in our hearts to God. If we are doing this, God is glorified.

We often sing songs with God'’s glorification directly in mind. “To God Be The Glory” and “How Great
Thou Art” are songs of praise and adoration. In them we recognize who God is and what He has
done for us. These songs remind us of God’s power and might and with our voices joined in song
we proclaim this truth to each other and the world.

The Hebrew writer instructs us to “continually offer the sacrifice of praise to our God, that is, the fruit
of our lips, giving thanks to His name” (Heb. 13:15). Singing is one way that we fulfill this
commandment. Speaking to one another in song and singing praises to our God is a command, but
it is also a privilege. It should bring joy to the heart of every Christian.

The Christians Jubilee The Power of Christian Song

One Sunday a preacher told his congregation that the church
needed some extra money and asked the people to prayerfully
consider giving a little extra in the offering plate. He said that
whoever gave the most would be able to pick out three hymns.

There’s something about a fine old hymn
That can stir the heart of a man;

That can reach to the goal of his inmost soul
Such as no mere preaching can.

It's more than the tune of the song he sings
And it's more than the poet’s rhyme—

After the offering plates were passed, the preacher glanced
down and noticed that someone had placed a $1,000 bill in

offering. He was so excited that he immediately shared his joy
with his congregation and said he'd like to personally thank the
person who placed the money in the plate.

And there sat our Rosie all the way in the back shyly raised her
hand. The preacher asked her to come to the front. Slowly she
made her way to the preacher. He told her how wonderful it was
that she gave so much and in thanksgiving asked her to pick out
three hymns.

Her eyes brightened as she looked over the congregation,
pointed to the three most handsome men in the building and
said, "I'll take him and him and him!"

It's the Spirit of god working through these
things
That gives them their power sublime!

So we thank thee, Lord, for the fine old hymns;
May we use them again and again

As we seek to save from a hopeless grave
The souls of our fellow men:

-Author Unknown
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“Just As | Am” written by Charlotte Elliott
A Hymn Story

Charlotte Elliott was barn in Clapham, England, on March 18, 1789. As a young person she lived a carefree life, gaining
popularity as a portrait artist and writer of humorous verse. By the time she was thirty, however, her health began to fail
rapidly, and soon she became a bedridden invalid fo the remaining years of her life. With her failing health came great
feelings of despondency. IN 1822 a noted Swiss evangelist, Dr. Caesar Malan, visited the Elliott home in Brighton, England.
His visit proved to be a turning point in Charlotte’s life. In counseling Miss Elliott about her spiritual and emotional problems,
Dr. Malan impressed upon her this truth. “You must come just as you are, a sinner, to the Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world.” Throughout the remainder of her life, Miss Elliott celebrated every year the day on which her Swiss friend
had let her to a personal relationship with Christ, for she considered it to be her spiritual birthday. Although she did not writer
her text for this hymn until 1836, fourteen years after her conversion experience, it is apparent the she never forgot the words
of her friend, for they form the essence of this hymn. Though Charlotte lived to be eighty-two years of age, she never
regained normal health, and she often endured seasons of great physical suffering. They song “Just As | Am” was published
the same year she wrote it in 1836 in the second edition of The Invalid’s Hymn Book, a collection which contained 115 of her
original works. She wrote this hymn with the desire that it might aid financially in building a school for the children of poor
clergymen that her own pastor brother was trying to build in Brighton, England. Miss Elliott felt so helpless in her desire to
aid the parishioners in this worthy project. Interestingly enough, this one hymn from the pen of the clergyman’s invalid sister
brought in more funds than all of his bazaars and projects combined. The brother himself has left these words, “In the course
of a long ministry, | hope to have been permitted to see some fruit of my labors; but | feel more has been done by a single
hymn of my sister's.” IN all, Charlotte Elliott wrote approximately 150 hymns. She is generally regarded as one of the finest
of all English women hymn writers. It is said that after her death more than a thousand letters were found among her papers
from individuals around the world, expressing testimonials for what this one hymn had meant to their lives.

Word Search: Psalm 119

CLENSE COMFORT
COMMANDMENTS EYES

GLAD GOOD
HEART HEED
JUDGMENTS HOPE

KEEP KIND

KNEW KNOWLEDGE
LAMP LAW

LEARN LIBERTY
LIGHT LIPS

LOVE MEDITATE
OBSERVE ORDINANCES
PEACE PRAISE
PRECEPTS REMEMBER
SALVATION SEEK

SOUL SPEAK
STATUTES TAKE

TEACH TESTIMONIES
THANK TRUST
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